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Monday - Thursday: 
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Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday Worship: 
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
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Phone: 269-963-0231 

E-mail: 
Office@TheHillBC.com 

Website: 
TheHillBC.com 

E-mail Prayer Chain: 
chumprayers@TheHillBC.com 

Facebook Page:  
Chapel Hill UMC Battle Creek  

Twitter Feed: 
@TheHillBC 

Our mission as a faith community in the United Methodist Church is 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

NOVEMBER 2017 
157 Chapel Hill Drive, Battle Creek, MI 49015 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ:   

October is Pastor Appreciation Month in our culture.  Many of you have 
been very generous with sharing your sense of appreciation for me.  As I 
contemplated what I would share with you this month, it occurred to 
me just because someone becomes a pastor, they don’t stop needing 
one.  In fact, one doesn’t have to be in the pastorate long before one 
begins to realize that their need for a pastor is at least as important as 
their call to be a pastor.  “I have told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)  A call to pulpit 
ministry, like the call to Christianity, does not come with a guarantee 
that one will be spared from the trouble of this world.  When we choose 
to follow Christ, we in affect, decide to face the world head-on in the 
name of Christ. We should then expect to encounter the troubles this 
world has to offer and to do so by speaking and demonstrating the love 
of Christ in the face of it. 

That said, I want to take the time to express my appreciation for two 
very important pastors in my life, Rev. David Morton and our church 
administrator, Carrie Morton.  These fine people have dedicated their 
lives to demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ in the face of every kind 
of trouble they have faced personally and, for a collective 50 years, all 
the kinds of trouble Chapel Hill has faced.  The godly manner in which 
they walk is an example to me and I know has been an example to 
countless others.   

Although I have only been around for a little over four years, I have 
benefited tremendously from their ministry in many ways.  The most 
obvious ways have come in the form of their pastoring me.  I felt a bit 
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out of my league when I arrived at Chapel Hill and 
Dave and Carrie graciously allowed me to learn 
about Chapel Hill and about my own sense of call to 
serve her at the pace God set for me.  Professionally, 
they have gently offered not only advice, but insights 
into the culture here that have allowed me to 
navigate the path God has set before me.  Even 
when I have needed more than gentle guidance, 
they have offered it in the most graceful and grace-
filled ways.  Together, Dave and Carrie are a 
tremendous positive force in ministry with and for 
Chapel Hill United Methodist Church.   

While they are certainly a force together, each one 
has meant something special to me.  Dave has 
guided me throughout my ministry, as he sat on the 
District Committee on Ministry while I was serving in 
Jackson and attending seminary.  He consistently 
brought grace to a table where, by virtue of its 
function, I met scrutiny and challenge.  He was a 
minster to me long before my arrival at Chapel Hill.  
Dave Morton has been both my colleague and my 
mentor and I am eternally grateful for his ministry in 
my life.  

Carrie and I were friends almost instantly upon my 
arrival at Chapel Hill.  Some of her family members 
attended Brookside UMC in Jackson (my previous 
appointment) and there were clearly consistent 
family tendencies that felt familiar to me.  It was just 
a comfortable fit from the time I entered the office.  I 
have heard Carrie describe her ministry at Chapel Hill 
as providing the support necessary to make all the 
rest of the ministries run more smoothly, with 
greater impact.  She does that quietly and gracefully, 

willingly laying down her daily tasks to meet a 
greater, more important need.  “Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends.” (John 15:13) This verse might encapsulate 
Carrie’s ministry and her outlook as well as any in 
Scripture.  I cannot thank her enough for her support 
and for the ways she is ALWAYS willing to listen!   

Perhaps the most important way Dave and Carrie 
ministered to me was allowing me, in fact, inviting 
me to be their pastor.  In the time I have been here 
they have met with a number of things that they 
invited me to walk through with them.  Most 
recently, when Carrie lost her step-father David, who 
has required some pretty intensive family care for a 
couple of years, Dave and Carrie knocked on the 
door of the parsonage as they came back into town 
so we could sit together and process.  Even in the 
most difficult of times, they went out of their way to 
receive the care they needed.   

As disciples, we are called to model Jesus Christ to 
the best of our abilities.  In this life, when I lose sight 
of Christ, I look toward those who I am confident are 
following Him most closely and follow them until He 
is in sight again.  For the past four years, I have 
looked for Dave and Carrie Morton and soon, Christ 
comes back into view.   

I am blessed!  I thank God for the gifts and graces he 
has given Dave and Carrie Morton and for the 
privilege of having them in my life.  May their 
retirement be filled with opportunities for them to 
continue to point others toward the Way, the Truth 
and the Life in Jesus the Christ!  

Be blessed and be a blessing,  

PC       
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As I write this column, I’ve been preaching at Newton UMC for the last two 
weeks.  I haven’t been at worship at Chapel Hill and I’ve missed you all.  No 
matter where I worship, Chapel Hill will always be my home church.  I know I 
can listen to the message each week on-line but it’s not the same as being 
present with you.  I am refreshed and renewed when I hear our voices joined 
together in corporate prayer.  I love singing in the choir and seeing all of you 
with your voices raised in praise and thanksgiving to our glorious God.  I look 
forward to the fellowship as we greet one another and share what’s going on 
in our lives.  But even as I reflect on all the things I love about our church 
family at Chapel Hill, I am mindful of the currents of change swirling around me, around us at Chapel Hill, and 
around the Methodist Church in general.  

Last Saturday I attended the REACH Summit in Grand Rapids.  This annual conference brings clergy and laity 
from all over Michigan together for a one-day event focusing on learning opportunities available through the 
REACH Network offered by the Michigan Area Conference. 

The keynote speaker this year was Olu Brown, founding pastor of Impact Church in Atlanta, Georgia, one of 
the fastest growing United Methodist Churches in the US.  Olu spoke to us about being open to ministry 
opportunities through the lens of Luke’s Commission in Luke10: 1-3 (CEB); “1The Lord now chose seventy-two 
other disciples and sent them ahead in pairs to all the towns and places he planned to visit. 2 These were his 
instructions to them: “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So, pray to the Lord who is in charge of 
the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields. 3 Now go, and remember that I am sending you out 
as lambs among wolves.” 

As we unpacked this text, I was struck by several key ideas: 

The Lord sent out the seventy-two. They didn’t stay where they were.  They went out to the places where the 
people were to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to all.  They left the comfort of what they knew and went 
to places and people they didn’t know, out in the messy, complicated, challenging world.  Where is God 
calling you?  How far out of your comfort zone are you willing to go? 

The Lord didn’t send the disciples out by themselves.  They were sent in pairs, to encourage and support one 
another.  Ministry is hard but ministry by yourself can be overwhelming.  Serving in community can make all 
the difference in the world.  What does your community look like?  Who are your partners in ministry?  How 
do you support one another? 

The Lord told the disciples that the harvest was so great, there weren’t enough hands to bring it all in.  More 
people were needed in the field.  Isn’t that still the case?  There are so many people in need in our 
community.  No one can do it alone and no one can do it all.  We need many hands to help with the harvest.  
We need many voices to speak for those who cannot speak for themselves.  How can you invite others to 
help?   

The disciples were told to pray.  We are to pray for what we need and have faith that God will answer our 
prayers.  What are we praying for?  Do we believe that God will provide everything we need to do God ’s work 
in the world? 

The last verse in this passage says it all – Go!  We are to go where God sends us “as lambs among wolves”.   
But wait, a lamb among wolves is vulnerable.  Going out, leaving what we know is risky. Are we willing to go 
with a servant’s heart and open hands, truly a lamb among wolves, vulnerable and open, trusting in God?  
Aren’t we then modeling Jesus’ ministry in the world?  Go! 
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A Prayer for Neighborliness 

O God, we pray for a broader vision of the needs of humanity, and a deeper compassion to fill those needs; 
for a planting of the seeds of concern for all humanity in our hearts; for a tapping of the wells of generosity. 
May we live together as people who have been forgiven a great debt. May we be gentle, walking softly with 
one another. May we be understanding, lest we shall add to the world’s sorrow or cause to flow needless 
tears. May we be as anxious for the rights of others as we are for our own. May we be as eager to forgive as 
we are to seek forgiveness. May we know no barriers of creed or race or sex, that our love may be like Yours 
— a love that sees all people as Your children and our kin. May we be ministers of humanity.  
 
        ~ Peter Marshall 

Janet Wilson and I will finish Local Pastor Licensing School soon.  After the last retreat weekend and the 
closing service on November 12, we will be available for appointment or assignment as Local Pastors.  Where 
and when we are called will be different for both of us but the expectation is the same: we are expected to 
be available to go where we are needed.  The Bishop and the Cabinet will make the determination and we 
will know in time, at the right time, in God’s time. 

My time as Lay Leader at Chapel Hill is drawing to a close.  For the first time in many years, I won’t be serving 
in an elected leadership position next year because I don’t know where I’ll be.  Sometimes it feels odd and 
unsettling.  But even amid those swirling currents of change I mentioned earlier, there is a constant.  The sure 
and steady presence of God is with me, with Janet, and with all of us, as we seek to serve whenever, 
wherever, and however we are called. 

When we say yes to God, we must be willing to say goodbye to what we know and be available for the 
challenges and opportunities God sets before us.  It isn’t time to say goodbye to Chapel Hill yet, but I am 
making myself available and I know that time will come.  I will go where I am called and when I leave, I will 
take a little piece of home with me, close to my heart. 

Andrea Johnson, Lay Leader 
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You are Invited! 

It’s the year of Ministry Celebrations!  Andrea Johnson and Janet Wilson warmly  

invite you to be a part of theirs, as they graduate from Local Pastor Licensing School. 

Sunday, November 12 at 3 p.m. 

Okemos Community Church, 4734 Okemos Rd, Okemos, MI 48864  (no bus this time!) 

Michigan Area Bishop, David Bard, will be preaching and celebrating with us. 

An informal reception will follow at the church. 



 

“You aspire to great things? Begin with little ones.”  
     ~ St. Augustine 

Welcome our new Church Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jen Rochette  

With Carrie Morton retiring at the end of November, we’re pleased to announce that Chapel 
Hill has recently hired a new Church Administrator, Jen Rochette.  Jen was born and raised in 
Battle Creek and attended Battle Creek Central high school. She received her Bachelor’s 
degree from Siena Heights University in Community Services. Previous work history includes 
case management with a local non-profit group and foster care case management. Jen has 
been married to Anthony Rochette for six years and they presently reside in Marshall with 
their three dogs. Jen enjoys gardening and kayaking.  

Please welcome Jen to our staff and pray for her and for a smooth transition as she takes on 
this new responsibility.   

In the month of November there will be a series of standalone sermons. 

November 5: All Saints Sunday; message from Pastor Chad 

November 12: Organ & Tissue Donor Sunday; message from 
Pastor Chad 

November 19: Thanksgiving Sunday; message from Pastor 
Dave & Carrie Morton 

November 26: The Good Shepherd; message from Dick 
Schlatter 

In December we will embark on our Advent series, “Oh Come All Ye…” 
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November Small Group Meetings 

All of the following fellowship, interest and service  
small group gatherings are open to any who wish to 

attend! 
 

The Young at Heart group will meet on Saturday November 18 at Tom and Carol Carroll's home for a 
potluck luncheon and planning meeting for 2018.  Please bring a dish to pass, and everything else will be 
provided.  We will begin noon-ish with snacks, and we will partake of the meal around 1:00 pm. 

The Keep Your Fork Society will not meet in November. 

The Bookies will meet Thursday, November 16 at 7:30 to discuss "A Man Called  Ove" by Fredrik Backman. 
This irresistible novel about the angry old man next door is an uplifting exploration of the unreliability of first 
impressions, and a gentle reminder that life is sweeter when it is shared with other people. We will be 
meeting at the home of Dave and Carrie Morton.,4285 E. Kirby Rd.  

Men’s Breakfast will be at Lux Café on Thursday, November 9 at 8:00 am.  Come and join us! 

Glass Reunion, a stained-glass creation group, meets each Tuesday in the Stained Glass room on the 
church’s lower level from 6:00-8:00 pm.  Call Don Zimmerman at 969-3533 for more information. 

Sunday Singles meet in the Meditation Room after the 11:00 am worship service, at noon-ish, each 
Sunday to head out for our weekly dining adventure.   

Piecemakers quilting group meets every Tuesday 9 - 11 am in the Bible Study Room at the church.  
We continue to make children’s quilts to put in families’ baskets at Christmas time.  We could use 
more hands.  Do you quilt?  Would you  like to learn?  Please join us.  To learn more about us, call 
Betty Ammon at 964-7412.  

 
Thanksgiving Sunday - November 19 

  

One Worship Service @ 10:30 a.m. - with message 
from Pastor Dave & Carrie Morton 

Celebration Potluck following in Fellowship Hall 
  

Meat, beverages & table service provided…  
Please bring a side dish or dessert. 
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The Chancel Choir meets every Wednesday at 7:00 pm in the Choir Room. New 
members are always welcome! 

This year's Christmas Cantata, “All is Well” will be presented on Sunday, 
December 17, at the 9:00 am service. There is still time to join the choir to sing 
in this wonderful piece celebrating the birth of our Savior.  See Amy Brevitz for 
more information. 

Reminder: There will be no Chancel Choir rehearsal on Wednesday, November 
22. Happy Thanksgiving! 

We’ve moved ~ have you seen our new website?  Now you can find 
Chapel Hill on the web at www.TheHillBC.com.  This new website is 
easier to navigate, and will keep you better informed about the 
news from and events at Chapel Hill.  One of the new features is an 
always-current calendar.  Our new website has been optimized to 
access from your smartphone or tablet too, meaning you can get the 
information you need on the go.   Special thanks to Colin Brevitz for 
his hard work making all these changes happen!  

Along with the new website, note that all church email addresses 
have changed:   

Amy Brevitz - amybrevitz@thehillbc.com   Charles Rose- crose@thehillbc.com 

Carrie Morton - carriemorton@thehillbc.com  Diane Lutz - dianelutz@thehillbc.com 

Jen Rochette - jenrochette@thehillbc.com  Janet Wilson - janetwilson@thehillbc.com 

Pastor Chad - pastorchad@thehillbc.com  Toby Brevitz - techbooth@thehillbc.com 

Pastor Dave - davidmorton@thehillbc.com  Church Office - office@thehillbc.com 

In addition, our email prayer chain, Chumprayers, has a new address!  If you have concerns you would like 
lifted up for prayer, you can now email them to:  chumprayers@thehillbc.com 

Those receiving prayer concerns via "Chumprayers" have agreed to maintain strict confidentiality regarding 
their content.  Contact the church office if you would like to be added to this prayer chain and pray along 
with others as requests are received. 
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 Chapel Hill has introduced an on-line volunteer management system, 

another tool for helping each person use their gifts and talents for ministry.  

To find a volunteer opportunity, simply go to the 

 ‘Volunteer’ area of our new website @ thehillbc.com 

 There, you’ll see a volunteer Chapel Hill homepage, with several opportunities, 

including Sunday morning greeting, ushers, the Coffee Ministry Team, Nursery Care,  

elementary-age Kid’s Church service and events like the Fall Concert or Halloween on the Hill. 

 Please contact Janet Wilson in the church office or at janetwilson@thehillbc.com with any questions.  

Volunteer On-line 

mailto:thehillbc.com
mailto:amybrevitz@thehillbc.com
mailto:crose@thehillbc.com
mailto:carriemorton@thehillbc.com
mailto:dianelutz@thehillbc.com
mailto:jenrochette@thehillbc.com
mailto:janetwilson@thehillbc.com
mailto:pastorchad@thehillbc.com
mailto:techbooth@thehillbc.com
mailto:davidmorton@thehillbc.com
mailto:office@thehillbc.com
mailto:chumprayers@thehillbc.com
mailto:janetwilson@thehillbc.com


 

Join us for an evening of beautiful music with Edye Evans Hyde and the 
Terry Lower Trio, in support of SAFE Place.  Light refreshments will be 

served following the concert. 
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Adult Spiritual Growth at Chapel Hill 
Adult Bible Study Class meets each Sunday from 10:30-11:30 am taught by Mike Johnson 
and Pastor Dave.  Meeting in the Bible Study Room near the church office, they are currently 
working through The Covenant Bible Study, alternating between Old Testament and New 
Testament lessons. Each week is a new stand alone study. Feel free to come and join us.  

Wednesday Night Wonderers meet on Wednesday nights at 6:00 pm in the Bible Study 
Room.  This group will begin a new curriculum for Advent starting November 29.  Watch 
your bulletin for details. 

Enneagram Class - The Enneagram is a personality-typing tool.  Like its cousins, the Myers-Briggs profile and 
the DISC assessment, it is used to better understand ourselves and others.  The Enneagram, however, has 
long been used as an important tool of spiritual growth.  Please join Mark and Janet Wilson for our final 
meeting on November 7 from 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the Bible Study Room.  Come to learn, to play, and to surrender 
yourself to God in a new way for reinvention!  Contact either Mark or Janet for more information.  

Financial Report as of 9/30/2017 
 

Expenses to date: $ 291,282.89 
Income received to date:  $ 279,949.78 
Non-Budgeted Mission Giving: $   57,113.00 

In an effort to accurately report the mission giving of CHUM, 
the finance committee reports all additional mission giving, 
over and above the mission giving in the budget. Is your 
commitment up to date? 

 

 

 

 

Ways to Give 

Along with many opportunities for giving to ministry and mission at Chapel Hill, you are now offered many 
ways to give!  As fewer of us carry traditional methods of payment, more digital means are being added to 
the tried-and-true methods of cash or check in an envelope or offering plate (although both are still very 
welcome).  

 You can give regularly through the mechanism of EFT, Electronic Funds Transfer.   

 Donations can be made through the Chapel Hill website:  thehillbc.com - by clicking on ‘Give’.  You can 
register to use this digital method on your computer or device for on-going or special donations. 

 Use a new app, called Give+ Church!  This app, managed by the same provider used for our on-line 
services, offers the most device-friendly, mobile way to give digitally.   

 Coming soon - ‘Give by Text’!  
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Thoughts on Organ Donation by Jim Stevens 

Pastor Chad asked for my thoughts concerning organ donation, knowing of my heart transplant in 2013; so I 
write to inform and encourage about this life-giving procedure.  After being diagnosed with end-stage heart 
failure in February 2013, I had my chest opened up and a left ventricular assist device installed to help my 
heart pump blood.  This device was powered by electricity, so when I left the hospital I had to wear battery 
packs attached to a “drive line” that passed through my chest to the device that kept my heart beating. 

The doctors told me this was not a long-term solution, and 
that I would eventually need a heart transplant; so I was put 
on a waiting list.  Kelly and I will never forget the call about 
the heart.  The morning of October 16, 2013 the transplant 
clinic in Grand Rapids called with the news we had been 
waiting for.  Kelly came home from work; we were both a bit 
fearful, shaken, and extremely grateful.  We both packed a 
few things and headed for the hospital and prayed in 
thanksgiving for the donor and the family that made the 
decision to donate.  And thank the good Lord for 
cardiovascular experts and surgeons who can do this work to 
save lives; and for many prayers, well-wishes and visits from 
family and friends (during and after both the LVAD surgery 
and the transplant surgery). 

There are tens of thousands of people currently waiting for an organ transplant.  Please prayerfully consider 
becoming a donor that you may extend to someone the gift of life. 

“Any one can indicate their desire to be a donor, regardless of age or medical history.  By becoming an organ 
donor, one person can save the lives of up to eight people and can improve the lives of dozens who are 
desperately in need of a transplant”  (taken from: Presidential Proclamation, April 1, 2016). 

“I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God...For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the 
same function, so we though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another.”  (Romans 12:1, 4) 

The United Methodist Church’s view on Organ & Tissue Donation 

The United Methodist Church issued a policy statement in 1984 regarding organ and tissue donation. It 
stated: "The United Methodist Church recognizes the life-giving benefits of organ and tissue donors by 
signing and carrying cards or driver's licenses, attesting to their commitment of such organs upon their death, 
to those in need, as part of their ministry to others in the name of Christ, who gave his life that we might 
have life in its fullness." A 1992 resolution states: "Donation is to 
be encouraged, assuming appropriate safeguards against 
hastening death and determination of death by reliable criteria." 
The resolution further states that "Pastoral-Care persons should 
be willing to explore these options as a normal part of 
conversation with patients and their families."  

For more information on organ donation and answers to 
many questions that have been raised, visit  the Gift of Life 
Michigan website at http://www.giftoflifemichigan.org/ 
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Mission Matters At Chapel Hill 
The Mission Statement of the Missions Commission is:  

“To educate and ignite a desire in our Congregation to actively  
do Christ’s work locally, nationally and globally.” 

Holiday Baskets ~ The Mission Team anticipates an increase in need above the 106 persons we served last 
year. The bulk of the money used for the baskets comes from the Thanksgiving offering that will be taken on 
November 19.  Thanksgiving baskets will be delivered on Monday, November 20, from 11:30 am to 3 
pm.  Those wanting to help with putting the baskets together can arrive at 10:30, and those who can help 
with deliveries can arrive at 11:30. No sign-ups--just show up! 

Giving Tree ~ The tree will be up on Sunday, November 19. Each tag will have gift suggestions for a person 
receiving a holiday basket. Wrapped gifts will be returned by Sunday, December 17.  The Christmas deliveries 
will be on Thursday, December 27--more details to come. Don't forget to save some goodies from the 
Christmas baking--we will need lots of goodies to add to each basket, in what has become a new CHUM 
tradition.  

Save the date! ~ We hope you will join United Methodists around the world to support Global Ministries 
missionaries and Advance projects on UMC #GivingTuesday, November 28.   Frederick Buechner once 
described "calling" as the place "where your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet".  One of the 
great things about The Advance is that it allows you to invest your resources where your passion answers 
specific needs in the world.  The UMC #GivingTuesday theme this year is "Connect Your Passion with God's 
Mission". One hundred percent of your gifts made online through The Advance goes to the missionary or 
project of your choice.  In 2016, more than 2,550 people from 19 countries gave gifts of more than 
$850,000 toward missionary support and Advance projects.   Thank you for your generous gifts through The 
Advance, the designated giving channel of The United Methodist Church.  Now is a great time to start 
thinking about how you want to connect your passion to God's mission on Nov. 28. Visit umcmission.org/
give to learn more about missionaries and projects (i.e. Paul Webster, Mujila Falls, Salud y Paz). Your gift on 
UMC #GivingTuesday will help bring hope and healing to a world in need. 

Thanks to Bill Coller and his CROP Walkers and sponsors. Together, they raised $1,931 in the 2017 CROP 
walk for the ministries of Church World Service. 

Six Word reflections from the 2017 Salud y Paz VIM Team ~ Mike: Sand, stones, cement, two new floors; 
Dave: God's team, making a difference, humbled; Kathy: Challenging, rewarding, fulfilling, Grateful, 
Growth, Emotional; Lori: Colorful, mountains, hard, God's Gift, love; Carol: Challenging, friendships, 
camaraderie, poverty, hopefulness, boombas; Ron: Sad, thankful, humble, steep, beautiful, crowded; Janet: 
Leaving part of my heart here; Carrie: Helping each other along life's path; Wayne: Guatemala gets better, so 
do we; Caleb: Caring people I will never forget; Nan: God leads us through treacherous paths. 

Sager-Brown team is organizing for 2018 ~ We are scheduled to be at Sager-Brown in Baldwin, Louisiana 
(The World Wide Distribution Center of UMCOR) February, 10-17. The team this year will be lead by Brenda 
Howard and Pastor Dave. Sign up on the interest sheet on the bulletin board near the church office.  

November 26 is our Annual Student Day Offering ~ Gifts received from this offering become an investment 
in the future of the church through direct scholarships for higher education. The General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry Office of Loans and Scholarships administers these programs that award scholarships 
to more than 3,500 students annually. 
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The Riverside Neighborhood Weekend-Backpack Food Program  

This year, we’re partnering with two schools and other area churches to create an ecumenical/school/
church/community partnership for both Riverside and Minges Brook Elementary Schools – how amazing is 
that?  While eventually we’ll narrow down the requests for each ministry partner, your generosity in creating 
a base to begin the year is appreciated.  

Please support the launch of this program by donating any of the following.  When possible, larger packs of 
12 – 24 items are helpful.   

 Easy-Mac (microwaveable macaroni & cheese) or boxed macaroni & cheese 

 canned soup, ravioli, spaghetti, etc. 

 cereal – both regular and single-pack boxes 

 granola, Nutri-grain and other snack bars 

 fruit cups – light syrup or packed in own juice 

 instant oatmeal packets 

 canned soup 

 juice boxes – 100% juice preferred 

 peanut butter – snack cups or jars 

 pudding or gelatin snack cups – (vanilla or chocolate pudding) 

 single-serve packed snacks – pretzels, peanut butter crackers, cheese crackers 

 apple sauce, single serve cups – plain 

 ramen packets or bowls 

 veggies – cans or microwave cups - green beans, carrots and corn are preferred 

Please look for a well-marked collection container (separate from that of the Lakeview Food Pantry), in the 
upper level hallway.  Thank you for your generosity!  You can also volunteer for the team working on this 
ministry by contacting Janet Wilson. 

The Charitable Union of Battle Creek is a local mission partner for Chapel Hill UMC.  
This long-standing, local, non-profit organization offers free new and gently-used 
clothing, coats and shoes to Calhoun county residents all year long.  You are always 
encouraged to support them through donation or by volunteering directly with 
them.  

We continue to support them in their mission by offering these opportunities for 
giving as we: 

 Collect new and gently-used winter coats, snow suits and boots for every age and size.   Look for the 
collection rack in the main hallway.   

 Participate in their ‘Coins for Coats’ initiative.  Collect and bring your spare change - and drop it in the bin 
by the coats! The agency will use those funds to buy new coats at great prices. 

 Donate half of the proceeds on the ‘Holidays on the Hill’ event to this organization! 

 You may also donate via Chapel Hill by indicating ‘Charitable Union’ on your envelope, check or on-line 
gift.  
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Thanks on the Hill! 

Thank you, volunteers, donors, and pray-ers, for one  substantial recent 
outreach and mission event - the Holidays on the Hill Craft Show - and for all 
that will be given in the next week for two more - the Halloween on the Hill 
family night and the Fall Concert. 

Between those three events, hundreds of new people will walk in our doors.  
Our hope always is that they encounter grace, generosity and the love of Christ 
in whatever way it is being offered. 

Some time periods are very busy… this has been one. It could not happen 
without YOU!!! May God multiply your gifts in our community.  

‘That’s My Pan’ - a Missions fundraiser! 

Chapel Hill, very intentionally, rarely does product fundraisers.  In the Land of Lost Potluck 
Pans, however, we were quite intrigued by the idea of a personalized pan for everyone!  This 
American-made company offers a huge number of options for pans, bread boards, mugs, 
‘klean kanteen’ thermal containers, Rada cutlery and much more.  Check out the details on 
the ordering website at: thatsmypan.biz/chapelhillbc. 

On November 5, a sample display will be up and people with their laptops will be available to 
help you place an order.   Please call Judy Phelps or Didge Scherer with any questions.  All 
proceeds will go to the Missions Discretionary Fund.  

Halloween on the Hill 

Tuesday, October 31, 5 - 8 pm 

When you are in the midst of a great trick-or-treat neighborhood, God presents an 
opportunity for ministry! Join in the fun of this annual event - a great way to serve our 

community.   

Come to help, come to enjoy with your family,  come to be a part of the fun.  Here’s how: 

 Come to decorate or carve a pumpkin or two on Sunday, October 29, from 4 - 5:30 pm. 

 Sign up to help on the 31st; on the board in the Welcome Center or on the on-line sign-up sheet at 
thehillbc.ivolunteer.com/Halloween on-line sign-up center. 
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Thank you to all who have expressed their appreciation for the ministry the Parmalees are doing with Chapel 
Hill, individually and collectively.  Roschenne and I definitely feel appreciated and blessed to be called to this 
place at this time.  May God continue to point us in the direction of ministries together that point others in 
the direction of Christ.  As God does this and new directions become clear, I am sure to be well caffeinated 
for the journey! 

   ~ PC  

Dear Chapel Hill Congregation, 

The family of Lucile Zimbelman would like to thank you all for your loving and 
prayerful support of our Mom (and Dad!) over the years.  What a wonderful exam-
ple your church sets in remembrance of its members who are no longer able to 
attend.  It’s such a testimony to how your church goes about doing God’s Work!  
What a blessing you are to families like ours. 

Mom and Dad absolutely loved Chapel Hill United Methodist Church!  We all have many happy memories of 
being at Chapel Hill for special family occasions or when we were in town for the weekend.  It was so clear to 
our family how blessed they both felt by being a part of your church family. 

Thanks again so much.  Your kindnesses will always  be remembered. 

  ~ God’s Blessings to you all, Sheila/Steve McFarland, Rick/Kate Zimbelman and our Family 

A. Lincoln 

Congratulations to Dick Schlatter on winning the Grand Prize in 
ArtPrize 9 for his work “A. Lincoln”.  It is gratifying to see Dick’s tal-
ent, which he shares regularly with us, being recognized with this 
distinguished award! 

I’d like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who supported me 
during my incredible ArtPrize experience. To those of you who made the 
trip to Grand Rapids, to those of you who prayed for me, to those of you 
who have sent me cards and emails, and to everyone who has expressed 
kind thoughts of congratulations, thank you, thank you! I am looking for-
ward to sharing the story of my ArtPrize journey with you in church on 
Sunday, November 5. 

      ~ Dick Schlatter 

(Note: Dick’s winning Grand Prize “A.Lincoln” is on display at the Battle Creek Community Foundation, 32 W. 
Michigan Ave, from 10 am to 2 pm, Monday through Saturday, and 12 pm to 2 pm on Sundays) 

 

Thank You! ~ After many years of faithful service, Sandy Ossege has officially retired from 
her role as the 9 am Worship Service Coordinator of Greeters and Ushers.  If you would like to 
assume this role of organizing hospitality, please call Janet Wilson in the church office.  You 
may also sign up to serve as a Greeter (for either service) or Usher (at 9 am) through the 
“Volunteer” button on the Chapel Hill website.  www.thehillbc.ivolunteer.com 
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November Worship Assistants 
 

GREETERS 9:00 

November 5 - Needed 
              12 - Needed 
            19 - Needed 
            26 - Needed 
        
 USHERS 9:00 
November 5 - Needed 
              12 - Needed 
            19 - Needed 
            26 - Needed 
  
GREETERS 11:00 

If you’d like to serve, please come by 10:40, 
take some bulletins and greet away! 

 
We are in need of Greeters and Ushers for 
all services this month.  If you would like 
to volunteer for any of them, please sign 
up on our  volunteer website (see below).  
And, if you would like to assume the role 
of organizing these weekly positions of 
hospitality, please call Janet Wilson in the 
church office.   
 
COFFEE BAR/WELCOME - Helpers are 
welcome to help with this ministry that has 
quickly become a Sunday morning focus!  
There are two shifts - sign up soon to be a part 
of the team.  
 

Please sign up for any of these important 
hospitality ministries by going to: 

thehillbc.ivolunteer.com! 
 

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP 

Flowers for our Worship Center on any 
given Sunday may be requested through the 
church office .  Thank you! 
 

Hospitalized, Surgeries and Procedures: 

Rob Fracassa, Dan Hawver, Carol Spoor  

In Assisted Living: 

Lew and Pat Bartow – Heritage Assisted Living  
Gayle Brevitz – Heritage Assisted Living  

Dena Carnell – Bickford Cottage 

Loretta Slee – Calhoun Co. Medical Care Facility 

Jane Vondell – Heritage Assisted Living 
Don Webber – Calhoun Co. Medical Care Facility  
Jim and Janet Wetherill – NorthPointe Woods 

… the family of Lee J. McKay who died October 1.  The 
McKay family are former Chapel Hill members.  

… Pat Doyle and family on the death of her brother-in-
law, Phillip D. Daniel, on October 14.  

… Darlene Smith and family on the death of her son-in-
law, Anthony John Davis, on October 8.  
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TUESDAY, November 14 
Remember - EVERY 2nd Tuesday 

is “CHAPEL HILL DAY” at Bob Evans... 
… 15% of your bill will be rebated to CHUM for meals purchased from 
6:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.  Proceeds help fund our Food Justice programs. 

The Food Pantry at Lakeview Baptist Church needs canned fruit, and especially snack-
size fruit cups for lunchboxes. The Salvation Army also has a great need for canned 
fruit.  These, and all other non-perishable food items, may be brought to the Food 
Pantry bin in the Welcome Center at Chapel Hill.  Thank you! 

Many Ways to Care 
As an active congregation, supporting many internal and external outreach ministries, there are many ways 
to give. Here is a brief description of what we currently accept – full lists for some projects are available on 
the Donation Station, located outside of the Nursery on the Main Level.  

Box Tops for Education are collected for Riverside Elementary, our neighborhood school. You can 
also enroll to support them at Target stores, with Family Fare Perks (locally) or Coke Rewards (on-
line).   We do not collect the Coke bottle tops. 
The Lakeview Area Food Pantry – Dry and canned food & personal care items are always needed and 
two collection bins are ready to receive them! 
Aluminum can tabs are collected for distribution to the United Methodist Community House in 
Grand Rapids. 
Single-Use Personal Hygiene Products (like those given at hotels) are collected and are given to the 
Haven of Rest and S.A.F.E. Place.  
Family Fare receipts are now being collected toward a program that will support Habitat for 
Humanity and the Lakeview Food Pantry. Please submit the entire receipt! 

UM Connections News 
 Sojourners ~ A support group for cancer patients, survivors, caregivers ~ meet the 2nd Sunday of every 

month at 6:00 pm at Maple UMC Fellowship Hall 

 SHARE CENTER Dinner, sponsored by Chapel Hill - First Friday of every month  

 Swiss Steak Dinner – 2nd Saturday of every month except June and December.  Christ UMC, 5:00 to    
6:30 pm.   Tickets are $9 and can be purchased at the door. 

 Watch the Bulletins and News from the Hill for information on other events! 
 

UM Connections Facebook Page:   United Methodists of Greater Battle Creek 

These are our DEADLINES... 
If you have anything to be included in: 

Bulletins - Wednesdays 
Voice of the Hill for December 2017 - 

November 13, 2017 
eVoice Special Editions are produced as time allows. 

SPECIAL DATES IN NOVEMBER 

 All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2017 
• Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 5, 2017  

• Veterans Day, November 11, 2017  
• Thanksgiving, November 23, 2017   
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The Youngest Among Us 
Nursery care for children from newborn through pre-kindergarten, under the love and skill of Nursery 

Coordinator, Sue Coller, and other great volunteers, is available each week at both services.  The smallest 
among us have their own lesson and crafts in a safe, bright, wonderful space.   

Families are always welcome to keep their children with them in worship,  
in the new Family Ministry Area, or in any place that works for them! 

Activity bags for kids are available in the Family Ministry area, just inside the Worship Center doors. 

Next Gen Ministry Volunteers Needed 

Did you know that the number of children and youth actively connected with our church has tripled over the 
last four years? There are four active places of ministry where volunteers are needed - in the Nursery at both 
worship service times, at Elementary Kid’s Church at 11 am, at Middle School Youth Group on Wednesday 
evenings and High School Youth Group on Sunday evenings!  Are you ready to be in relationship and ministry 
with kids?  This is an important and vital part of creating a strong and vital congregation and it certainly 
cannot be done by one person!   

If you are interested in being a part of the team, please contact Charles Rose at crose@thehillbc.com.  

High School Youth Group for 9th - 12 grade, 

Sundays from 6:00 - 7:30 pm  

in the lower level Youth Room. 

Middle School Youth Group for 6th - 8th grade 

Wednesdays from 6:00 - 7:30 pm  

In the lower level Youth Room.   

If you would like to receive the youth happenings email, which has more information about the youth 

group activities, please email crose@thehillbccom to get on the email list. 

 

 

 

 

 

Elementary Kid’s Ministry:  In November, at 11 am Kid’s Church, elementary-age students will learn how 
to re-focus their view and attitudes in search of ‘Gratitude: Letting others know you see how they’ve 
helped you’.  Adults responsible for kids from kindergarten - 5th grade should bring their kids to the 
classroom on the Lower Level of the church to check them in… and check them out!   

Note: On Sunday, November 19, kids will be in Big Church to celebrate Gratitude with the greater church 
family! 

Children & Family Ministries  
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  157 Chapel Hill Drive, Battle Creek, MI 49015 

Gloria Wolk  ..................... 11/02 

Cody Livingston  .............. 11/03 

Nolan Livingston  ............. 11/03 

Sharon Masengale  .......... 11/03 

Mildred Pruett  ................ 11/03 

Colin Brevitz  ................... 11/04 

Kristian Angelo  ............... 11/05 

Deonne Estes  .................. 11/05 

Ethan Metzgar  ................ 11/05 

Roy Wolcott  .................... 11/05 

Ella Kennedy  ................... 11/07 

Kent Evans  ...................... 11/08 

Jenna Hoffman  ............... 11/08 

Al Sklenicka ..................... 11/08 

Janet Wetherill  ............... 11/08 

Carol Wigent  .................. 11/08 

Christian Goss  ................. 11/09 

Linda Brott  ...................... 11/10 

Sharon Wright  ................ 11/10 

Richard Deal  ................... 11/12 

Nola Handley  .................. 11/13 

Bryce Griffin  ................... 11/14 

Charles Irvin Jr.  ............... 11/14 

Mike Smith  ..................... 11/19 

Sheila Livingston  ............ 11/20 

McKenzie Cooley-Themm  .. 11/21 

Rebekah Malseed  ........... 11/23 

Mitchell Turner  .............. 11/23 

Stacey Keesling ............... 11/26 

Debra Noakes  ................. 11/27 

Doug Thomasma  ............ 11/27 

Twylia Webber  ............... 11/27 

Linda Linke  ..................... 11/28 

Teagan Penick  ................ 11/28 

John Grap  ....................... 11/29 


